
KAILUA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 31

519 WANA’AO ROAD  KAILUA, HAWAII 96734
PHONE: (808) 768-3710  FAX: (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: www.honolulu.gov/nco

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017
KAILUA RECREATION CENTER

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Chuck Prentiss called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. with a quorum of 14 members
present. Note: This 19-member Board requires 10 members to establish quorum and to take official Board action.

Board Members Present: Larry Bartley, Matthew Darnell, Susan Dowsett, Judy Fujimoto, Bill Hicks (arrived at 1:17
p.m.), Vernon Hinsvark, Malina Kaulukukui, Scot Matayoshi, Paul Mossman, Teresa Parsons, Chuck Prentiss,
Claudine Tomasa, Gary Weller, Donna Wong and Jeffrey Zuckernick.

Board Members Absent: Michael Espenan, Tim Freeman and Levani Lipton.

Guests: Lieutenant Michael Kuroda (Honolulu Police Department); Captain Michael Pangilinan (Honolulu Fire
Department); Andrew Pereira (Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative); Laura Thielen (Senator) Dannette Wong
Tomiyasu (Governor David Ige’s Representative); Janine Tulley (Ken Ito’s Representative) Shannon Ushiro
(ELRA); George and Miriam Bussey, Ann Towey Joyer, Kenney Lilliquist, Nalanu Leonard, Raphael Leonard,
Deborah Pope, Renee Ramsey, Stann Reiziss, Al Smith, Glenn Uyeshiro, (Residents); Dylan Whitsell
(Neighborhood Commission Office).

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) – Captain Michael Pangilinan reported the following:
 February 2017 Statistics: There was 1 structure fire, 1 nuisance fire, 1 cooking fire, 9 activated alarms (no

fire), 104 medical emergencies, 2 vehicle crashes, 3 mountain rescues, and 1 ocean rescue.
 Fire Safety Tips:

o Fire sprinklers respond quickly and effectively to fire, often extinguishing the fire prior to the fire
department’s arrival.

o Fire sprinklers can save lives and property from fire:
 In 2014, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) found that sprinklers reduced fire

deaths by 83%.
 A 2014 NFPA report found that sprinklers reduced property loss in homes by 69%.

 Fire Safety Myths Versus Facts:
o Myth: All fire sprinklers will go off at once.
o Fact: Systems are designed so the closest sprinkler head to a fire is activated.
o Myth: Fire sprinklers cause a lot of water damage.
o Fact: Typically, sprinklers utilize 13 to 18 gallons of water per minute. Fire-fighting hoses flow at

least ten times that of a sprinkler.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: Fire Sprinkler Requirements: Hicks mentioned he’d heard radio
advertisements about having fire sprinklers in homes, and asked if there was a proposal to equip all new homes
with fire sprinklers, as well as if older homes would be required to install fire sprinklers. Captain Pangilinan replied
that he would find out.

Board member Hicks arrived at 7:17 p.m; 15 Board members present.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) – Lieutenant Michael Kuroda reported the following:
 February 2017 Statistics: There were 6 motor vehicle thefts, 15 burglaries, 41 thefts, and 6 UEMVs

(Unauthorized Entry into Motor Vehicle).

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Illegal Parking: Parsons voiced that construction workers working on condos are parking in illegal spots

along traffic-dense roads and requested that the police please step up enforcement. Matayoshi agreed with
the concern and added that this affects bicyclists as well.
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2. Early Hours: A resident commented that construction workers often show up to work as early as 4:30 a.m.,
which facilitated discussion on how feasible it may be to prevent and enforce illegal parking by knowing
what time they arrive on site which may be of use to the police.

Chair Prentiss called for recess due to audio technical issues at 7:25 p.m.
The board meeting resumed at 7:34 p.m.

Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH): There was no representative present.

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative – Andrew Pereira reported the following: Sew a Lei for Memorial Day:
The “Sew A Lei For Memorial Day” Poster Contest is to promote the sewing and donating of lei for the Mayor’s
Memorial Day Ceremony at the National Cemetery of the Pacific. It is open to all students, kindergarten to 12th
grade, in public, private, charter school, or homeschooled. Drawing needs be on a 9” x 12” paper, and the use of
pen, pencil, ink, pastels, and paints are allowed. No computer enhancements or cut-outs, paste-ons, or stickers
are allowed. Drawing could depict scenes of lei sewing activities, Punchbowl memorial activities, or military
appreciation. This year marks the 50th Commemorative Year of the Vietnam War, and we are hoping for a great
public show of support. More information is available through your child’s school, on the Department of Parks and
Recreation website, or please write to us at parks@honolulu.gov, or call #768-3003.
28th Annual Hawaii Food Drive: The Neighborhood Commission Office is participating in the 28th Annual Food
Drive with the Hawaii Foodbank. Now through April 15, 2017, the NCO will be accepting food or monetary
donations towards this worthy cause. The top 5 most needed foods are canned proteins (meat, tuna, chicken),
canned meals (stew, spaghetti, chili); canned vegetables; canned fruits; and rice. Please make checks payable to:
The Hawaii Foodbank. Donations may be given to the Neighborhood Assistant at the board meetings or delivered
to the NCO at 925 Dillingham Boulevard, Suite 160. Donation receipts are available upon request. For more
information on how you can help, please contact the NCO at 768-3710 or nco@honolulu.gov.
Kailua Beach Park Portable Toilets: Resident Joseph Zuiker submitted a concern regarding the lack of sanitation of
the available portable toilets at Kailua Beach Park. The Department of Design and Construction (DDC) responded
that they will be adding two (2) additional toilets, as well as servicing the toilets two (2) to three (3) times per week.
Useful Phone Contacts: If you would like to report a pothole, you can call 768-7777. If you would like to report an
abandoned vehicle, you can call 768-2530.

Questions, comments and concerns:
1. Motion For Funds: Chair Prentiss mentioned the Board had passed a motion at the last Board meeting

regarding restoring funds
2. Budget: Weller questioned whether money was put into the budget to work on finishing the sidewalk near

the stream and Pereira said he would follow up.
3. Potholes: Weller voiced a comment on how severe potholes have become due to recent rain.
4. Open Positions: Wong clarified that the new Department of Land Management would have 20 new open

positions and Pereira confirmed. Wong asked if that was in the current budget and Pereira confirmed.
Wong then asked if she could know the cost of the new positions and Pereira said he could find out.

5. Traffic Signal Funding: Weller asked how much is in the proposed budget for the installation new traffic
signals. Pereira explained that the funding for new traffic signals is split between the Federal government
(80%) and City and County of Honolulu (20%), and he would find out the exact figure for fiscal year 2018.

6. Kapaa Quarry: Dowsett commended the efforts of the quick responses on the Honolulu 311 phone
application. However, she voiced her concern over the continuing problem of people continuing to dump
trash on the side of the road after the landfill closes. She would like to see the landfill be opened later, and
also requested that this be taken note of. Pereira responded that he agrees and he would ask about
potentially installing cameras on-site.

7. Crosswalk on Kuulei Road: Hicks voiced his concern over pedestrians walking behind cars when traffic
gets heavy. Drivers in the makai lane have their vision obstructed by backed up traffic mauka bound on
Kuulei Road. Hicks was wondering how to resolve this issue, whether it be by a new traffic signal, or by
moving the crosswalk. Pereira said he would follow up.

8. Abandoned Vehicles: Zuckernick commented that there has been an abandoned vehicle in his
neighborhood for an extended period of time and there has been a delay in removing it as the vehicle
removal company he called said they had no space available. He would like this to be made aware of.

9. Status of Kalaheo Hillside: Chair Prentiss wished to keep the topic of the status of the Kalaheo Hillside and
its 10 acre site development on the agenda in order to stay abreast of the developments.

10. Recycling of Abandoned Vehicles: Mussman inquired about the process of recycling abandoned vehicles.
Pereira was unfamiliar with particular protocols.

11. Poor soil: Matayoshi commented that finding a solution to water runoff may help to alleviate the problem of
poor soil on the Kalaheo Hillside.
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12. Parking: Weller commented on the lack of parking which is already an issue, and an increase in housing
units would make the problem worse.

13. Affordable Housing: Wong asked why, with the need for affordable housing, that there are developments
being created in areas such as Kaka’ako that do not include affordable housing units. Pereira responded
that there is an affordable housing mandate but Kaka’ako is currently controlled by the Hawaii Community
Development Authority (HCDA) so the City and County of Honolulu does not have much involvement in
that area. Pereira was unsure if or when the Kaka’ako area may be transferred back to the City.

Governor David Ige’s Representative – The Governor’s newsletter was circulated and Danette Wong Tomiyasu
gave a brief update about the Hawaii Pumping Specialists issue. Tomiyasu contacted the Department of
Environmental Health (DEH) and learned that an administrative hearing was held in January and a decision should
be made in April or May, 2017.

Board Vacancy: There were no candidates. This item was deferred until next month’s meeting.

Resident and Community Concerns
1. Potholes: Resident Renee Ramsey voiced her concern over potholes that have been filled in but not

sufficiently packed down.
2. Feral Chickens: A resident voiced his concern over the problem of feral chickens throughout Kailua. Chair

Prentiss responded that the City and County of Honolulu used to have a contractor who would catch wild
chickens but the contract expired. Andrew Pereira confirmed that the contract is currently expired and
would have to check if a new contract would be created.

ELECTED OFFICIALS
Senator Laura Thielen – Senator Thielen gave the following updates:

 Rail Tax: Senate Bill (SB)1183 is being narrowed down to one (1) option which extends the tax to 2042
contingent on the City meeting certain requirements and does not allow other counties to raise the general
excise tax (GET).

 Affordable Housing Bill: SB591 proposed to raise $2 billion dollars through government backed bonds to
develop more affordable housing, but it did not pass the Ways and Means Committee.

 Fuel Tanks: SB1259 requires tanks to conform with current federal regulations.

Representative Ken Ito – Janine Tully provided a flyer and reported that City Zoning Board of Appeals held a
meeting to set the schedule for the upcoming hearings in regards to the Maunawili Trail.

Question followed – Representative’s Position: Wong asked what Representative Ito’s position was on extending
the rail tax. Tully responded that she cannot speak for him on this issue and right now he is waiting to see what new
developments occur.

Representative Cynthia Thielen – No representative was present, a newsletter was provided.

Representative Chris Lee – No representative was present and no report was provided.

Councilmember Ikaika Anderson – No representative was present and no report was provided.

Senator Jill Tokuda – No representative was present and no report was provided.

BOARD MOTIONS

Darnell motioned and Weller seconded to move that the Kailua Neighborhood Board No. 31 requests the
Neighborhood Commission Office (NCO) to fund its entry fee for the Annual Kailua Town Party Booth.
Discussion followed:

 Liability Insurance: Tomasa asked if the NCO would also cover liability insurance if they approved to pay
the entry fee. Tomasa also asked if it were possible to share tent space at the town party with another
group called Kailua Alert and Prepare. Parsons followed by asking if the other group sharing tent space
would require their own separate insurance. Chair Prentiss believed insurance would cover both.

 Neighborhood Board Promotion: Tomasa commented that the town party would be a good opportunity for
board members to promote becoming a member of the neighborhood board.

The motion that the Kailua Neighborhood Board requests the Neighborhood Commission Office to fund its entry fee
for the Annual Kailua Town Party Booth PASSED by HAND VOTE with UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 15-0-0; (AYE:
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Bartley, Darnell, Dowsett, Fujimoto, Hicks, Hinsvark, Kaulukukui, Matayoshi, Mossman, Parsons, Prentiss,
Tomasa, Weller, Wong and Zuckernick; NAY: None; ABSTAIN: None).

Wong moved and Weller seconded the motion for the Kailua Neighborhood Board to authorize the
Planning, Zoning and Environment Committee to submit comments on the Kawainui-Hamakua Marsh Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

Discussion followed: Clarification: Chair Prentiss clarified that this motion is to ensure that the Planning, Zoning and
Environmental Committee can submit comments before the next Kailua Neighborhood Board No. 31 Meeting for
time sensitive purposes.

The motion for the Kailua Neighborhood Board to authorize the Planning, Zoning, and Environmental Committee to
submit comments on the Kawainui-Hamakua Marsh Draft Environmental Impact Statement PASSED by
UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 15-0-0; (AYE: Bartley, Darnell, Dowsett, Fujimoto, Hicks, Hinsvark, Kaulukukui,
Matayoshi, Mossman, Parsons, Prentiss, Tomasa, Weller, Wong, Zuckernick; NAY: None; ABSTAIN: None).

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Approval of minutes for December 2, 2016 and January 5, 2017 were deferred until the next meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Parks and Recreation Committee: No report was given.

Transportation and Public Works Committee: No report was given and the next Transportation and Public Works
Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, March 9, 2017, 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m., Kailua Recreation Center, Arts
and Crafts Room.

Government and Community Services Committee: There was no report available. The next Government and
Community Services meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 15, 2017, 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Kailua Recreation
Center, Arts and Crafts Room.

Planning and Zoning Committee: No report was given and the next Planning and Zoning Committee will be held on
Tuesday, March 21, 2017, 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at Kalama Beach Park.

Public Safety, Public Health, and Civil Defense (PSPHCD): Tomasa reported that the Committee of Consumer
Protection and Commerce passed HB314 (Unmanned Aerial Vehicles) on Tuesday, February 28, 2017. The next
PSPHCH meeting will be held on Thursday, March 16, 2017, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., Kailua Recreation Center, Arts
and Crafts Room.

Treasurers Report: Hinsvark reported a remaining balance of $345.65. The report was filed.

Chair’s Report: Chair Prentiss reported the following:
 Agendas: The Committee agendas for the Thursday regular meeting mailout on April 6, 2017 are due to the

Chair by Sunday, March 26, 2017.
 Military Civilian Council: Jimmy Crocket submitted his resignation as representative of the Military Civilian

Council.
 Firing Range: Chair Prentiss attended a firing range demonstration for helicopter use.
 Garbage Collection: Chair Prentiss noted discussion of a garbage collection fee that may be an issue within

the community.

Claudine Tomasa volunteered to fill the position of representative of the Military Civilian Council and the Board vote
PASSED by UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 15-0-0; (AYE: Bartley, Darnell, Dowsett, Fujimoto, Hicks, Hinsvark,
Kaulukukui, Matayoshi, Mossman, Parsons, Prentiss, Tomasa, Weller, Wong and Zuckernick; NAY: None;
ABSTAIN: None).

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m.
Submitted by: Dylan Whitsell, Neighborhood Assistant
Reviewed by: Sharon Baillie, Neighborhood Assistant
Reviewed and finalized by: Chair Chuck Prentiss


